disadvantages, which are so important when one comes to select a cushion for a particular patient.
The book ends with a summary of those factors which should be considered in selecting the most appropriate cushion for the patient's needs, and how one actually obtains a wheelchair cushion.
This book, I think, achieves its aim of helping those who are involved in the provision of wheelchair cushions. It also provoked considerable thought. There are two areas in which it is clear, from reading this book, that more information is urgently needed. Although the author suggests that for many wheelchair users, pressure sore prevention may be of rather secondary importance, it is this aspect of wheelchair function which receives by far the largest amount of attention. Such factors as posture control are dealt with extremely briefly. This may well reflect the direction of current interest and research, and there seems to be little useful information on the control and maintenance of satisfactory posture in adult patients, particularly the elderly.
The second thought which arises from reading the book is how long do wheelchair cushions last? Those of us who provide wheelchair cushions, particularly foam ones, are all too well aware that wheelchair cushions last for a relatively short time and need to be replaced. The author does comment at several points on the importance of how long a cushion lasts, which is clearly an important consideration in deciding whether a wheelchair cushion is expensive or not. It is also extremely important in maintaining the function of the cushion, and the author suggests that the user or provider of the cushion should regularly examine it, to see whether it is degenerating or breaking down. This is an important regular procedure but, unfortunately, many cushions are unsatisfactory before they reach this end point.
The author is to be congratulated for producing a useful and thought provoking publication, which should be read by all who provide wheelchairs or cushions. Dr. J. C. Barbanel, Bioengineering Unit, University of Strathclyde, Glasgow.
